
RCCDSB Madawaska family of schools are celebrating a vibrant season
of community engagement, academic innovation, and spiritual growth,
with St. Andrew's Catholic School, George Vanier Catholic School, and
St. John Bosco Catholic School showcasing a variety of impressive
initiatives.

St. Andrew's Catholic School: Spirit, Academics, and Community

St. Andrew's is buzzing with activity, emphasizing both school spirit and
core academics. The School Council hosted a successful Tie Dye Day, a
school event that celebrated individual worth and creativity. Rijoice Tye-
Dyes - Happy Clothes for Happy People, provided expert instruction
and materials. The event reinforced the core concept that every person
is "made in God's Image, Unique and Special." The activity—where
students created one-of-a-kind tie-dye shirts—was a practical and
spirited celebration of diversity and each student's unique place in the
community.
The school is also planning a festive Craft Fair for December 13th, a
major community event coinciding with the Santa Claus parade, which
will feature vendors from across the region. Proceeds from table rentals
and the canteen will support school initiatives. In the spirit of family and
community. St. Andrew’s organized a Family Glow Dance to invite
families and students to come together as a school community. 
Academically, the school has been working hard teaching phonics
across all grades, utilizing various programs to support children's
systematic phonics development. Spiritually, the school hosts a
Monthly Mass with Father Beanish and is particularly excited for the
upcoming Feast of St. Andrew's, which will begin with Mass followed by
a spaghetti lunch. The practice of Prayer Buddies continues, pairing
older and younger students for shared reading of prayers during the
Thanksgiving and Advent seasons. Additionally, a heartfelt thank you
goes out to the Killaloe Curling Club for volunteering their space and
instructors to teach curling to students in Grades 3-8. 

A key instructional focus at St. Andrew's is the development of
executive functions—a set of processes often referred to as "the brain's
conductor" or "control centre" for managing resources and achieving
goals. Teachers recently completed professional development on this
topic, and the concepts are now being taught directly to students in the
classroom. This is highly beneficial for their growth and development
and to become Reflective, Creative, and Holistic thinkers in alignment
with the Catholic Graduate Expecation of 2025-2026. 
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George Vanier Catholic School: Indigenous Connections and
Generosity

George Vanier Catholic School is highlighting strong connections to
both faith and nature. In October, students participated in The Living
Rosary, combining evangelization with Indigenous education by taking
the event outside to appreciate the natural environment, reflecting the
Grandfather Teaching of Humility. The school is further connecting with
indigenous components by recognizing students who embody the
Grandfather Teaching of Respect for the month of November—for
themselves, others, their school community, and nature—with
Indigenous Board Certificates.
The School Council remains highly active, preparing two healthy
lunches a month, such as a recent Pancake Day, which students can
purchase in advance via SchoolCash Online. The school also hosted a
very successful Christmas Market on November 8th, featuring
approximately 30 vendors selling everything from fresh baking to
handmade crafts, wooden objects, and jewelry. This year, the school
has also welcomed a new School Council team, with Jocelyn Brodofske
as Chair and Lindsay Simpson as Co-Chair. They are grateful for the
hard work and dedication they put into school events! 
Community generosity was demonstrated by a wonderful donation of
$1,500 from the Lions Club to support school trips and resources.
Earlier in the year, the school held a Fun Fair Open House to welcome
families back, thanking the School Council for its efforts. Additionally,
the Mary's Garden project, in partnership with members of the CWL,
encourages students to become stewards of nature, aligning Christian
values with the Indigenous appreciation for the natural world.
Finally, along with schools across RCCDSB, George Vanier students
participated in PINK Week initiatives, culminating in PINK Shirt Day,
which saw participation from both staff and students! 

St. John Bosco Catholic School: Tradition, Growth, and Outreach

St. John Bosco Catholic School continues to foster strong traditions and
community outreach. The school recently hosted its annual Partridge
Run, a major, long-standing community-building event and tradition
dating back to the 1980s. The event welcomed approximately 300
students from the Madawaska family of schools (including St. Michaels,
Douglas and St. James, Eganville), with approximately 500 attendees in
total.
The school is expanding its physical space with a school renovation that
repurposed the existing library to create a new classroom space for
Grade 5/6 students. Additionally, the school held an Open House in
mid-September that welcomed new and returning families to St. John
Bosco! 
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The Grandfather Teachings are a monthly focus, with classrooms
nominating students who exemplify the teaching of the month. To
recognize more students, the school now uses a draw system to
celebrate those who displayed the characteristic of Respect, or the
Grandfather teaching that is chosen for the month. Spiritual life
includes a Monthly Liturgy of the Word with Father Burchat at St.
Lawrence O'Toole Parish, where a different classroom leads the liturgy
each month, providing students the opportunity to visit the church and
unpack Sunday readings.
The school is also heavily focused on outreach, supporting Operation
Snowsuit for CPAN with boxes of snowsuits, collecting new or gently
used toys for Advent, and running food drives for the local food bank
during Thanksgiving and Christmas. The school will host a festive
Christmas Concert that includes a family skate and song.
The entire school community extends its appreciation to Stacey
Pecarski and David Afelskie from St. John Bosco, who just received
their 20-Year Service Appreciation Pin! An outstanding display of
commitment to Catholic Education. 
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