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MEMORANDUM

TO: Ian Byce

FROM: Renee Rivard
Community Use of Schools/Plant Services Officer

DATE: Sept 3, 2024

SUBJECT: Lead-Testing Report

The attached report requested by the Renfrew County Catholic District School Board describes
the impact of the lead in our school drinking water systems. I believe you will find the results of

the study useful in evaluating future lead outputs in our schools.

This study was designed to examine lead in our schools and actions, which were taken to resolve
the issues.
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RENFREW COUNTY CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
LEAD EXCEEDANCE TEST RESULTS

As required under the Ontario Regulation 243/07—Schools, Private Schools, and Day Nurseries
under the Safe Drinking Water Act; there is a mandatory annual sampling and testing of school
water systems for lead in drinking water. All RCCDSB’s school sites had lead sampling
completed in the summer. Two required samples are taken; the first of the two are taken from a
tap which is commonly used to provide water for consumption by children under 18 years of age
(not a fountain), however has been unused for six hours or more. The second sample is taken
after the water has been flushed through the system for at least five minutes.

The following chart illustrates the exceedance of lead in specific schools drinking water systems.
The Ontario Regulation 243/07 standard for Lead is 10 ug/L. We had two distribution taps that
did not meet the standard. A written notice was sent out to each school affected, the Ministry of
the Environment, as well as the Medical Officer of Health.

The recommendation from the Renfrew County District Health Unit is that the schools continue
to follow Reg. 243/07 flushing daily to reduce the concentration of lead in our drinking water.
Results indicate flushing reduces lead below the acceptable standard.



SCHOOLS TESTED WITH EXCEEDANCES

The Lead exceedance for St. Mary’s OLGC Catholic School had the exceedance in the standing
therefore, we installed a lead reducing filter after the second testing. The taps will be flushed
daily until it has good results for two consecutive years.

Current Daily flushing at schools: This will continue until there are two consecutive years of
good test results

e St. Anthony’s room 10
e George Vanier fountain by room 8
e St. Mary’s tap in room 143 middle back
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SCHOOLS TESTED WITHOUT EXCEEDANCES
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St. Joseph’s Alternate School 11079/4141 | 0572412024 | >-88ue/l | Standing - Kitchen Tap
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