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Reading and Math on the
Elementary students across the Renfrew County Catholic District School Chromebooks at St. Mary's
Board (RCCDSB) had an enriching summer, thanks to a comprehensive gy
program designed to boost academic skills and promote overall well-being.
Over the course of three and a half weeks, students attended sessions at St.
Mary's in Deep River, St. James in Eganville, and St. John XXIll in Arnprior to
strengthen their math and literacy skills through fun, engaging activities.

"I believe this program can help reduce summer learning loss while closing e
the gaps in foundational curriculum areas," said Natalie Dunbar, Principal of ' e;aing' at St. Mary's
the Elementary Summer School Program. "Qualified teachers and smaller A
class sizes allowed for one-on-one and small group instruction paired with - ‘
intentional intervention based on student need. Our program is designed to
make math and literacy fun, especially during the summer

Beyond core academics, the summer sessions were enriched with support
for mental and physical health. The board's Mental Health and Wellness
Team led sessions promoting the "Kindness Superpower,” while the
Indigenous Education Team shared knowledge of the Algonquin language,
fostering a deeper understanding of Indigenous culture.

The RCCDSB is grateful for the specialized summer wellness funding
provided by the Ministry of Education. This funding enabled the board to
expand its support services through a variety of vital community partnerships:

« Family & Children’s Services of Renfrew County collaborated to offer
summer programs for students referred by social workers.

» Addictions Treatment Service provided students with virtual access to
youth addiction counsellors throughout the summer months.

« The Pembroke & Renfrew Youth Wellness Hubs and the Community
Resource Centre in Killaloe shared space for RCCDSB, allowing social i
workers from the board to be on-site periodically in July and August for Mr. Kevin deRuiter, RCCDSB social
in-person support, with transportation costs covered for students and worker, at St. John XXIll, presenting
families in need. about our Kindness Superpower

» The board contracted with mental health professionals to provide
support, wellness check-ins, and brief interventions for students, helping
to ensure a smooth transition back to school.

» To address food insecurity, the board provided students and families with
ready access to local grocery stores and markets.

» \Wellness opportunities were also provided to students and families in
need, including registration for sports camps and leagues, swimming
lessons, horseback riding, and other local activities and attractions.

These summer sessions offered a fantastic opportunity for students to
reinforce their learning, explore new concepts, and connect with their peers
in a supportive and enjoyable environment.

Math Strategies at St. Mary’s



